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Grant Poiner
I was delighted to take over as Chief Executive Officer from
Joff Carroll OBE following his retirement in January 2022. My
aim is to drive the organisation forwards and offer more
opportunities for young people within our membership. In
this Annual Report, you will find that Boys' and Girls' Clubs
of Wales is not only holding on to its traditional mission of
serving our young people here in Wales, but also taking a
big step onto the global stage!

team have the support needed to move the organisation in the right direction - I
would like to thank them for their time and efforts!

How could I not mention the staff team who deliver quality work all year round,
nationally and internationally, and our affiliated club leaders, who are vital links
between BGC Wales and young people - I appreciate your continued support.

I hope you enjoy reading this report!

We must not forget our mighty trustees who volunteer their
time to work behind the scenes. They ensure the management

Andrew Borsden MBE
Welcome to our Annual Report 2021/22. 2022 was definitely the
start of a new and exciting era for Boys' and Girls' Clubs of
Wales. I would like to thank the staff team, sport panels,
member clubs and young people for their hard work and
contributions towards the successes of 2022. 
I have had a long relationship with the organisation which goes
back more than 30 years. I am a proactive supporter of Boys'
and Girls' Clubs of Wales and have recently become the
Chairman (Interim) after the resignation of Richard Bennett in
July 2022.

I aim to bring together the best practice of the organisation and to ensure quality
youth work is delivered in Wales and beyond. I look forward to the new year 2023
and it is my wish that we will all work together to take Boys' and Girls' Clubs of Wales
to the next level.



TIMELINE OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

OFFICE MOVE & THE LODGE
We have settled in to the Sony Technology Centre
in Pencoed! We moved in July 2022 and received a
warm welcome from the friendly staff at Sony,
sharing their facilities and the beautiful sensory
garden. What a wonderful working environment. 

We are also grateful to have had a meeting booth

We took over The Lodge in Bettws from Bridgend Council in December 2021. The Lodge is a delightful,
relaxed 28-bed bunkhouse-style residential site. It is situated in the heart of Bettws, Bridgend, where it
offers a gateway to the stunning Garw Valley and the neighbouring Llynfi and Ogmore Valleys. For more
information please visit our website at bgc.wales/the-lodge.

Thanks to the Youth Support Fund, we have hosted many
wellbeing residential visits and activity days for young people from
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donated by Bipsync UK Ltd. and other furniture donated by Cardiff Metropolitan University. Thank you
so much, diolch yn fawr! 

During 2022, there has been a lot of construction work going on
next door to us, as Bridgend Council have demolished the old
Bettws School and built a  brand new nursery. The construction
is finally completed, and we are now able to continue developing
our plans to suit the needs of young people and our charitable
activities.

8 local authorities. During the summer months, we hosted the Welsh/German Exchange and Our Voice
Our Environment, both are international projects funded by Erasmus+. Bettws BGC is currently running
sessions at The Lodge once a week. Our football teams have also used the facilities to host their team
building days before the matches against BGC Scotland. 
All our member clubs are encouraged and welcome to use The Lodge for activities, workshops or a stay!
Please contact us at TheLodge@bgc.wales if you are interested. 
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We are incredibly proud to have won a Youth Work Excellence Award 2021 in the category
of Demonstrating Excellence in Partnership Planning and Delivery at the national level
along with our partners Swansea MAD and Deryn for the Raise Your Voice Project. The
Welsh Government funded project was focused first on the 2021 Senedd Elections and
then set its sights on the 2022 local elections. The aim was to get young people in Wales
talking about politics and how it affects their lives and the things they care about. 

From February 2022 to May 2022, our partner Swansea MAD worked with young people to
create and share content about the things that matter to them. This content was then
shared via the Raise Your Voice website and social media outlets, while BGC Wales ran
Pizza and Politics sessions in the lead-up to local elections in affiliated clubs. These
sessions were designed to help give young people a flavour of what politics is all about at a
local level and to encourage debate about the issues that are important to them in their
community.

We aim to continue to make young people part of the political process to enable them to
shape their future and the future of the Wales the country they live in.

Young person - Nantymoel

‘‘I didnt realise that politics

affected so many things where

we live. I just always think its

about people up in england"
Young person - Barry

‘Tbh, I came for the pizza. Didn't think I’d

enjoy talking about issues that are going

on in school and in club as much as I did.’

 BGC leader 

‘Some of the 16 year olds didn't
realise they were eligible to vote
yet. Great interactions with staff
and young people and the pizza
was a bonus!’

RAISE YOUR VOICE
PIZZA AND POLITICS

YOUNG PEOPLE'S VOICES

Talking about politics with young people is ‘Easy Cheesy’ 
Pizza and Politics sessions took place in the run up to the local elections that were held on
5th May 2022. Our project staff visited 20 affiliated clubs and worked with almost 450 young
people across the BGC Wales network to deliver the Pizza & Politics sessions. 

The project was a direct continuation of our Raise Your Voice campaign which helped young
people to explore matters that were important to them and how the political landscape
could impact on those things. If you’d like more information then please visit
RaiseYourVoice.Wales or CodaDyLais.Cymru
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Harrison Williams - our member of the 
Welsh Youth Parliament for 2022

Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs of Wales are delighted to introduce Harrison Williams as a
member of the Welsh Youth Parliament for 2022 - our first ever representative at the
Senedd! His role is to discuss issues that are affecting young people across the
country, work with other representatives at the Welsh Youth Parliament and help
contribute to shaping services for young people in Wales.

Harrison has met with many other young representatives from all parts of Wales in his
role. He took part in his first formal debate broadcast on www.senedd.tv on Saturday
19th March 2022.

On 16th September 2022, Harrison represented BGC Wales at the Senedd when
members of the Welsh Youth Parliament met with His Majesty King Charles III.

This has capped a great year for Harrison at the Welsh Youth Parliament where he 
 shares the views of our affiliated clubs and their club members.

YOUTH FORUM
A group of young people from BGC Wales
had a fantastic opportunity to visit the UK
Parliament in Westminster and enjoy a
workshop delivered by the Education Team
there! Now they know more about the
place where MPs represent us all. 
We are looking to increase the size and
scope of the Youth Forum, so their views
can feed into our planned projects and
youth exchanges in the future. If there are
young people at your club who might be
interested in getting involved, please get in
touch with Jack at jackjenner@bgc.wales.
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INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS

Our Voice Our Environment is a legacy Erasmus+
project which focuses on amplifying the youth voice
in regards to politics surrounding the environment.
Over the last year we have done this by organising a
variety of residential and day trip opportunities to
enhance young people’s engagement in
environmental politics and increase understanding of
political participation for young people who are
disengaged from their communities for a variety of
reasons. We have had great success with our
participants' re-engagement with the environment
and further participation in trips to the houses of
parliament and other relevant destinations. Though
the project is ending soon, there is still time for young
people to get involved. Contact kari@bgc.wales for
more details. 

OVOE - OUR VOICE OUR ENVIRONMENT

TOGETHER IN EUROPE - YOUTH EXCHANGE
BGC Wales welcomed our German partners
from SKJ Rems Murr for our first German
Welsh Youth Exchange since 2019. We were so
happy to finally host our 16th annual youth
exchange, and the final one funded by
Erasmus+.  Over the course of two fun-filled
weeks at the Lodge,  participants took part in
some amazing activities including BMXing,
surfing;  visited  Big Pit,  St Fagans  and
 Brecon Steam  Railway.  Young  people  also 
 took  part in  a variety  of   workshops
exploring cultural identity and what it means to be Welsh and
German. We are so excited to plan our return to Germany
in the summer of 2023 and finding our new journey with
Taith. 
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Safeguarding Our Young People is another legacy Erasmus+ project in collaboration with three
other organisations: SKJ Remms Murr (sports based, Germany), Hermes (workshop based,
Croatia) and Escola Pia - Salt (education based, Spain). The project brings together professionals
who engage young people in different ways to discuss and produce resources on best practices
regarding safeguarding. While safeguarding and the legislation surrounding it varies widely
from country to country, all four organisations recognise the importance of giving professionals
the tools they need to effectively look after the wellbeing of the young people they engage. 

SOYP - SAFEGUARDING OUR YOUNG PEOPLE

Over the course of the year, we have been hosted in
each of the three nations on best practice visits to truly
understand the processes in place internationally to
ensure the safeguarding of young people. We are
delighted that in January 2023 it is our turn to host the
final dissemination event, especially as the way we do
international exchange in Wales evolves with the new
Taith scheme. The event will launch our resources and
bring together more professionals from across the
sector (both statutory and voluntary) for further learning.
To get more information, access to resources or
participate in our conference contact: kari@bgc.wales 

TAITH
Taith is Wales’ new international learning exchange programme that supports activity that
would have previously been funded by the Erasmus+ programme. Taith provides opportunities
for young people, staff and volunteers at Welsh youth organisations and local authority youth
services.
Over the last 12 months BGC Wales has been fortunate to have acted as a member of the Sector
Organising Body for Youth with WCIA (Welsh Centre Internal Affairs) and CWVYS (Council for
Wales of Voluntary Youth Service). We are delighted to have worked with so many organisations
in their applications for Pathway 1 and 2 and will continue to support Pathway 1 applications
when the second call is launched in the new year. 
BGC Wales has been successful in our own Pathway 1 application for 2022 and are looking
forward to delivering on a variety of historical (such as the Welsh German Youth Exchange) and 
innovative projects over the course of the next year. Follow
our social media and newsletters for more information and
access to opportunities to participate as they arise. 
For further information contact Kari at kari@bgc.wales

FLW (FINLAND, LATVIA, WALES)
We have been working with 5 partner organisations on the delivery of
the FLW project since October 2021. The project brings together youth
workers and dance practitioners to empower young people through
the medium of dance. There has been a particular focus on the
engagement of the young people usually excluded from the sport for a
variety of reasons. We have created a shared understanding of how
youth work and dance can be used in tandem to facilitate positive
change and outcomes for young people.
In August 2022 we took a delegation of 15 to Lūznavas muiža, Latvia for a
week of cultural exchange. The participants choreographed and
performed dances as  national teams and then together for a shared
final performance. We look forward to hosting the final dissemination
event at the Lodge in January  2023. 
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YOUTH PROJECTS

In the January edition of our monthly eNewsletter we
announced our ‘Fuel Poverty’ Project, made possible by a
funding grant from Western Power Distribution. We worked to
create social media content and ordered promotional materials
for the project. 
We designed graphics for the project and made contact with
potential clubs to host our newly designed large notice boards
to display material regarding Fuel Poverty and saving energy.
We rolled out the new informational noticeboards to our
participating member clubs in July and August 2022.

FUEL POVERTY PROJECT

The Active Inclusion Project for Cardiff and the Vale of Glamorgan was completed in
September 2022. This project was launched in February 2021 and was a great success.
Many young people aged between 16 and 24 have taken part in the project. 
In total, over 35 young people entered the project on either strand 1 or strand 2. A total
of 20 young people engaged with strand 2, which has allowed them to gain paid work
experience in a variety of roles ranging from youth support workers to administrative
assistants. The young people have had the opportunity to learn a variety of new skills,
and improve their confidence in a range of areas, such as the work place. As a result
the young people now feel ready to enter the world of work. Also, lots of young people  
entered strand 1 of the project and took part in many activities and courses
throughout their time on the Active Inclusion project.  
There were positive outcomes for many participants - some decided to go to university
or college; some entered employment in a variety of different sectors, such as youth
and community or sports etc; some also decided to volunteer in their community.
Thank you and well done to all the young people
that took part in the Active Inclusion Project! 

ACTIVE INCLUSION

MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAINING
Three staff members have now completed a 2-part
mountain bike leadership training organised by BAD Bikes,
which took place at The Lodge. Staff took these courses with
the aim of delivering mountain bike sessions to our young
people.
Our staff have now completed the courses and are armed
with greater knowledge and skills. They will develop activities
for young people to take part in next summer.
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A group of young people from Bettws BGC enjoyed
an overnight residential on 19th March 2022, with an
early morning sunrise walk organised for the group
to climb Pen-Y-Fan. An experienced mountain
leader, Dave Muckell, led the group up the mountain
and we saw a beautiful sunrise as we reached the
top of the mountain. This was a great team building
activity and outdoor wellbeing trip for all the young
people who attended. 

PEN-Y-FAN SUNRISE TRIP



VOLUNTEERING IN WALES PROJECT
The Volunteering In Wales Project has come to an end after 50
young volunteers took part in the project from Grangetown BGC,
Bettws BGC, Nantymoel BGC and KPC Youth and Community.
The volunteers took on a variety of roles within their local youth
club and learnt new skills whilst volunteering. The young people
organised a range of activities in their roles, including Halloween
and Christmas parties, club trips, sports sessions and many more. 

The majority of the volunteers are still committed to their roles and volunteering
within their local youth clubs. We would like to say a big thank you and well done to
the young volunteers that took part in the project.

A Level 2 Award in Sports Leadership was delivered enabling
young people to plan a sports session.  This included discussing
safety, facilities, equipment, the skill level of the group they were
delivering for and  a  learning outcome. The young volunteers at 

After Safer Internet Day in February our
team continued to deliver sessions in the
community to help young people stay safe
online. We offered informal sessions for
young people and volunteers to discuss
topics around internet safety, social media,
gaming, and online identity.

SAFER INTERNET SESSIONS

ONLINE BINGO
Bingo! Our staff have created some fun and interesting ways
in promoting safeguarding to our young people. A series of
activities including Online Bingo were delivered to our
member clubs in Rhondda Cynon Taff. Young people in
Llwynypia BGC had great fun taking part and learning about
safeguarding and prevention.
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Grangetown BGC did a great job figuring these points out and demonstrated their
new skills by planning a warm up activity and performing it with their group.
Awesome work by the young people involved!



NEW DRAGONS YOUTH CLUB
Our Youth Work Manager, Jonathan Price, took a trip to
North Wales to visit New Dragons Youth club in April 2022,
followed by our CEO, Grant Poiner, in June 2022. 
The club is situated in Mynydd Isa and funded by Flintshire
County Council. It focuses on supporting young people
with speech and language needs as well as offering help,
support, and guidance to their friends and family. It was
inspiring to see so many young people engaging in club
activities organised by the experienced staff team, which
is led by Linda Brackenbury.

For instance, the team has run a series
of Forest School Workshops for their
young people to enjoy  nature and
bushcraft. 
After visiting the club in June, Grant
said: “I was blown away by the impact
that this club and its youth workers are
having on the young people's lives. Well
done to Lin and the team!”

SUMMER OF FUN (CWVYS)
We had the pleasure of working with STAND
North Wales for our Summer of Fun Project. 
 This was a digital project involving young
people and staff from the STAND NW Youth
Zone and BGC Wales. They created a visual
story of the impact of being bullied and how
youth work can provide positive experiences to
help our young people.
STAND NW works with young people with
additional needs and disabilities from all over
North Wales. With CWVYS funding, we could
provide resources and technology to their
young people towards this amazing provision.

"...It was amazing"
"I have really enjoyed today I would give it a score out of 100/100. I enjoyed

making new friends during the day."
"It was good because we had a laugh and had fun"

Page  9

Ann and the team at STAND NW ran an amazing day of activities and workshops
that included video creating, writing, story telling, arts and crafts, and karaoke, to
name just a few. A massive thank you to all those involved in the amazing event!

We hosted a Jubilee Party for the local community and
local businesses in Bettws to  enjoy a BBQ and games.
This event was funded by Wales and West Housing and
was a great opportunity that  brought the community
together. We would like to thank Wales and West
Housing for making this happen. 

JUBILEE PARTY @ THE LODGE



WELLBEING ACTIVITIES

We ran a series of Girls’ Wellbeing sessions called "Queen Bees" at
KPC Youth and Community, which went very well. We  worked
with the girls to discuss the problems they face and help to
empower them. The sessions took place once a week for five
weeks in May 2022. There were 4 workshops with guest speakers,
and then a party. The girls had the opportunity to meet 3 women
who talked about their careers in Nursing, Engineering, and
Health & Safety.

Queen Bees Project

We have also been out and about in  clubs
including Noddfa and Llwynypia running
wellbeing workshops with  young people.
For instance, young people at Wyndham
BGC have made a start on a visual display
making flowers for their wellbeing garden. 

Wellbeing Gardens

We have worked in partnership with the youth services from eight local
authorities - Blaenau Gwent, Neath Port Talbot, Swansea, Rhondda
Cynon Taff, Cardiff, Bridgend, Carmarthen and Vale of Glamorgan - to
deliver activities at The Lodge that support the wellbeing of young people
in their youth service. More highlights of the residential visits to The Lodge
are on the back page.
Furthermore, with funding from Blaenau Gwent and Neath Port Talbot,
we have employed Ethan Richards - Wellbeing Youth Worker, and
Catherine Lewis - Wellbeing Project Officer, who are based in Blaenau
Gwent Youth Service and Neath Port Talbot Youth Service respectively.
They carry out 1 to 1 and group wellbeing sessions in their areas and youth
clubs, as well as some member clubs of  BGC Wales.

Blaenau Gwent Youth Service
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Neath Port Talbot Youth Services
Catherine currently is working with the young people attending the Speech and
Language Club at Giants Grave.  She meets with an average of 15-20 young people
each week, aged between 16 and 18, at the clubs.
Catherine's role at Neath Port Talbot Youth Service is to provide 1-1 wellbeing and
mental health advice and support to young people, and to build positive
relationships with groups of young people. That often begins with sitting around a
table with a creative activity where conversations start and a young person may
open up about their feelings. Over the past year conversations have included
bereavement, teenage pregnancy, career aspirations, problems at home, school
and friendships.  

We ran a variety of activities for the young people in Blaenau Gwent area.
In the Open Access Youth Provision, we delivered wellbeing workshops
in the aim of empowering young people to have the skills to look after
their own wellbeing. Alongside this, we have a dedicated arts group to
create a safe space for young people to explore their skills, be creative
and express themselves. One of the highlights of the year is that we were
able to run a Girls Only Day in order to create a focused and safe space 
 for the girls in the area. The young people engaged in a variety of
activities, such as beauty and make-up, working with Us Girls for their
physical wellbeing, as well as woodwork in order to be creative and
express themselves. Another highlight was being able to run a  wellbeing
residential at The Lodge. We took 14 young people to The Lodge for a 2-day and a night, where
they engaged in a variety of activities, including visiting STEER and the aqua park, and
wellbeing sessions to have that focused time to help with their wellbeing.



WG - WORLD CUP FUND
INSPIRING A GENERATION PROJECT

Ysbrydoli cenhedlaeth
Inspiring a Generation

Aberkenfig BGC  - Bridgend

CCYP - Torfaen

Dowlais Community Centre -
Merthyr Tydfil

We were excited to be awarded a grant from the Welsh Government - one of the 19 to be
awarded out of 97 organisations who applied to the World Cup Partner Support Fund. Our
project consisted of five distinct programmes that aimed to empower young people,
promote Wales, and project the Welsh values of community, equality and social justice
while creating a legacy that will change young people's lives. FC United of Wrexham

New Dragons YC
Flintshire

Barry RFC -Vale of Glamorgan

Pontarddulais Town FC - Swansea Pontlottyn BGC - Caerphilly

Heolgerrig - Merthyr Tydfil

Global Youth Work Sessions in Youth Clubs
22 World Cup Community Parties
22 World Cup Football Activity Days 
Virtual Youth Work Conference with BGC of America
International Football Matches for the BGC Wales U15’s teams 

Our five programmes were:

This was one of the most exciting projects that we have been
involved in. It was great to be a partner with organisations like the
FAW and S4C amongst others in what was a life changing 
 programme for many of the young people who took part.

Affiliated clubs in all 22 local authorities across Wales have held 44
activity days or community parties to celebrate Wales' participation
in the Football World Cup 2022 in Qatar. Grants of £500 from our
Welsh Government funding have been made for each of these 44
events. Although Wales’ results might not have been quite as we all
hoped, the photos and evaluation we are receiving show that clubs
were still able to put on brilliant events that young people really
enjoyed. Some of the highlights are pictured here, please visit our
social media for more @BGCWales @WGCulture @LICDiwylliant

Margam YC - Neath Port Talbot RCT - Treorchy & Cwmparc BGC
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BGC Wales U15s vs USA

Through this opportunity, we also aimed to create a wider
connection with Boys and Girls Clubs in America to build a good
relationship for international youth work in future. 

During the trip the young people took part in various activities and
forged strong friendships. BGC Wales also created links with
Seacoast United who were essential in helping plan the US elements
of trip. This ultimately helped make the trip as successful as it was.
BGC Wales staff also visited a Boys and Girls Club in Southern Maine
and had a very productive meeting creating even more links for
future projects.

Leading up to the match day, both BGC Wales teams played a series
of very competitive fixtures against representative teams from
Seacoast United, with the boys winning both of their games and the
girls unluckily losing theirs despite top performances against tough
opposition. 

 

Match Day (21/11/22)
 

USA U15s 2 - 0 BGC Wales Girls' U15s
 

 USA U15s 0 - 3 BGC Wales Boys' U15s

USA vs BGC Wales
19/11/22 - 24/11/22 MATCH DAY 21/11/22
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As a part of the five World Cup programmes, we arranged a trip for 32 young people, all aged
under 15, and support staff to travel to Boston in America, to play matches against an American
representative team on the same day the Welsh Men's National Team played against the USA
Team at the World Cup in Qatar. The purpose of this trip was to provide a life changing
opportunity for young people from Wales and for them to test their skills in another country.

It was amazing to witness the young people grow during the trip and enjoy their time
independently away from their families. The young people had a fantastic time and are thankful
for being part of this historic trip which they would never have had the opportunity to do. This
project and trip has increased the profile of BGC Wales Football section as well as the work that
Boys' and Girls' Clubs of Wales does. 

Following the success of this
trip we hope that more young
people will have the opportunity
to participate in international
projects in North America in the
near future.



52 young people from our member clubs joined
the rally and had a fantastic time with WWE
superstars Sarah Schreiber, Bianca Belair, Angelo
Dawkins and Montez Ford. We were joined by
Vaughan Gething (Minister for the Economy) and
Alex Davies-Jones (MP for Pontypridd).

This was a once in a lifetime opportunity for our
young people in Wales. The event was a fun way to
promote positive methods of social interaction
and to encourage young people to treat others as
equals. Thank you to our leaders for the time and
effort they put in to make sure their young people
could be there for this brilliant opportunity.

WWE - World Wrestling
Entertainment Community
On 1 September 2022, BGC
Wales hosted a WWE - Be A
STAR rally at Channel View
Leisure Centre in Cardiff in
partnership with the National
Association of Boys and Girls
Clubs (NABGC).
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Our thanks also go to WWE Community for their role in facilitating the Be A STAR
rally at which all our young people to have an amazing time. Their work at the rally
helped us to fulfil our consistent mission as a youth organisation of empowering and
supporting young people to improve their life opportunities for a better future. The
opportunity the WWE Community created for our young people was perfect and was
also a fun way of getting anti-bullying messages across. All credit to the superstars
and the  organisers, Mark Shamley and Nicholas Fustor, for their meaningful work.

Be A STAR Ral ly

Gethin Davies (below) from
Ystrad Mynach was our
lucky winner who won 2
tickets to the Clash at the
Castle on 3 September! 

Ystrad Mynach BGC Aberkenfig BGC Penygraig BGC

BAD BIKESBlaenau Gwent YS

"...Our young people had a great time and it was such an incredibly exciting experience for them. 
They were all completely star struck but there were lots of important messages there too." 

(Aberkenfig BGC)
 

"...It was a fab event, one that the young people will remember for a very long time..." (BAD Bikes)
 

"WWE is all they [young people] are talking about since they got back, I have never seen them  
happier..." (Ystrad Mynach BGC)

Page  14

SHOW TOLERANCE AND RESPECT

In addition to these pictured below, young people from Grangetown BGC also joined the rally



BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
We are more than delighted to have appointed Gayle Harris as our
new Business Development Manager.
 

This is exciting news for the organisation and for all our member
clubs as Gayle's role is to raise funds for the organisation and to
provide advice and support to our member clubs when they are
applying for funding. 
Gayle would be keen to hear from any clubs wanting advice about
funding applications. Please contact her at gayle@bgc.wales

We linked up with Tanio in Bettws who kindly used their Winter of
Wellbeing scheme funding to allow young people from Bettws BGC to
create their own Light Paintings with Andy O’Rourke. This project went
on for several weeks and allowed the young people involved to use their
imagination and creativity to create some amazing Light Paintings.
Light Painting is a form of photography where light trails are captured in
long exposures. Young people were able to tell their stories through this
ability to create amazing portraits and vibrant abstract light paintings.

LIGHT PAINTING

YOUTH WORK EXCELLENCE AWARDS
We would like to congratulate Lin Brackenbury who was
shortlisted for the Outstanding Youth Worker Award at the Youth
Work Excellence Awards 2022. Lin works at New Dragons, our
designated Speech and Language Club in Flintshire, North Wales.  
Lin, accompanied by her husband, attended the Awards
Ceremony which took place on 1 December 2022 at the stunning
Brangwyn Hall in Swansea.
Though she didn't win, Lin was over the moon to have been
nominated and be part of this meaningful event.

STREETGAMES WINTER OF WELLBEING
CELEBRATION & NETWORKING EVENT

We received funding from StreetGames to run a
"Winter of Wellbeing" project at Ystrad Mynach BGC.
The project aimed to engage girls in sports and
provide a safe space for the girls to get together and
undertake workshops led by two   female leaders.
The project was a great success thanks to the young
leaders involved: Sophie and Kelsey.

on the success of the project to Welsh Government, Sport Wales, StreetGames and the
StreetGames partner network at the Principality Stadium. Well done to everyone at Ystrad
Mynach BGC.

On 20 April our Chief Executive, Grant Poiner, presented
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EWC BRONZE AWARD
In the year of 2021, BGC Wales was awarded the Quality Mark
for Youth Work in Wales at Bronze level. This award recognises
the standards set by the EWC (Education Workforce Council)
and its partners was achieved. The staff at BGC Wales are
preparing for pursuing the Silver Award in 2023. Information
regarding the awards, please visit www.ewc.wales

https://taniocymru.com/
https://andyorourke.com/lightpainting/


NORTH WALES VISIT
Grant, our CEO, travelled to North Wales  in
November 2022. He visited colleagues in Anglesey,
Conwy and Gwynedd. As a national organisation, we
are keen to continue developing in North Wales and
to pick up where we left off prior to the pandemic.
 

Grant also attended the STAND North Wales Disability
Arts Exhibition which was funded by CWVYS Summer
of Fun. The exhibition was organised by Ann Smith
from STAND and went brilliantly well. STAND NW
Youth Zone is a club for young people with additional
needs and learning difficulties.

ESC VOLUNTEERS
Nil Loesche (Sept21-Aug22)

From Nils, "This month is my last I spend in Cardiff with the
ERASMUS+ Project. Over the past 12 month I had an exciting
time in Wales. I’ve met so many nice people within BGC
Wales and also in Cardiff. I had the chance to learn new skills
such as digital marketing and communication but also could
expand my knowledge in social work. Thank you so much for
having me as a volunteer at BGC Wales. Now it is time for me
to go back to Leipzig and readjust myself. I will miss Wales
and hope I will be back soon. I wish all the best to everyone I
have worked with! May everything work out well!" We wish
you all the best Nils.

PILOTLIGHT PROGRAMME
As the result of being a Garfield Weston Foundation Award
Winner in 2021, we completed a 12-month Pilotlight process in
2021-2022. The Pilotlight programme helps charity leaders and
their boards through the strategic challenges they face. Leaders
and board member are coached and advised by experienced
Pilotlighters. Our final Pilotlight meeting took place in September
2022. The work went well and the four Pilotlighters provided
great support to the organisation. Thank you to Pilotlight.

The Pilotlight process has been a real success and has helped us move the
organisation forward. We are grateful for all the support that has been provided.

Yuliia Samulilk (May22-Oct22)

It was our pleasure to have welcomed another European
Solidarity Corps Volunteer, Yuliia, who joined BGC Wales whilst
Nils was still in his placement. Yuliia studied industrial design in
the wonderful city of Kharkiv in Ukraine before joining us in
Wales. Yuliia helped us at BGC Wales as a Communications
Officer alongside  Nils. 
As BGC Wales has moved office to Pencoed, Yuliia is now
working with WCIA in Cardiff which is more convenient for her
commute. BGC Wales however continues to support and
contribute to her remaining placement in Wales until May 2023.
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Football Federation Cups 2021/22 

Congratulations to all finalists in the
Federation Cup's 2021/2022 season.  Well
done to this year's winners!

Under 12’s: Afan Lido 3 Bridgend Town 0

Under 16’s: Mumbles Rangers 1 Penydarren 0

Under 14’s: Cornelly United 0 Cwmavon 1

BGC WALES SPORTS
Rugby Presentation Evening 2021/22 
The presentation evening was held on 8th May 2022 at the Tower
Hotel in Swansea. Players from the U16s and U18s for season
2021/22 attended along with their parents and supporters. The
presentations recognised the achievements of many talented
players. Well done to the Rugby panel for organising such a
great event. In total 300+ people were at the evening including
coaches and guests. It was unfortunate that the President of the
Rugby Panel, Max Boyce MBE, was unable to attend  but he
congratulated all the players and wished them well!

Pool Competition 2022 
The pool competition in memory of Ken Davies was held at the Memorial Hall in
Nantymoel BGC on Sunday 30 November - it was a great success. Congratulations to
the victors and runners-up in the U12s, U14s and U16s categories for boys and girls
(pictured below), who were awarded their shields by the BGC Wales staff in attendance. 
Thank you to Nantymoel for being such great hosts, and
we look forward to the next competition in the new year!
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BGC WALES SPORTS

What an exciting boxing show at our Welsh finals
on Saturday 12 November! Our young boxers,
aged between 14 and 18, fought hard for their
places at the NABGC British Championships.
 

We thank all the dedicated coaches who travelled
with their young boxers from across Wales to the
venue in Swansea, the excellent judges and
referees from the Welsh Amatuer Boxing
Association and the fantastic volunteers and
supporters who turned out on the day.
 

37 BGC Wales boxers (Female and Male) went
through to the NABGC British Championships. 

Hghlights of the Welsh finals in Swansea are
available on social media.

BOXING - Welsh Finals

BGC Scotland U15s 4-1 BGC Wales U15s
BGC Scotland U17s 3-1 BGC Wales U17s

BGC Wales U15s 4-2 BGC Scotland U15s
BGC Wales U17s 4-0 BGC Scotland U17s
BGC Wales U19s 1-3 BGC Scotland U19s

BGC Wales v BGC Scotland Football
The two friends met again in July 2022 for the first time
after the pandemic. We created new friendships and
plenty of memorable moments between the teams
from our two countries. More information about the
matches was posted on social media at the time -
pelase see @BGCWales and @BGCScotland on Twitter.

The Girls at Falkirk Stadium, Scotland on 24th July 2022

The Boys at Marston's Stadium, Wales on 31st July 2022
All players played fantastically
and had great experience. We
thank all the coaches for their
hard work and all the parents
for their support.

NABGC National Cross Country 
Young people from Grangetown BGC had an excellent weekend of Cross Country
winning a total of 10 medals at the NABGC National Cross Country Finals in Essex  on
Saturday 12 March 2022. The impressive medal haul saw the team win 4 Gold Medals, 5
Silver and 1 Bronze medal. 

Another noticeable achievement was Muadh
Rahman becoming a double British Champion
by winning two Gold Medals.

Steve Khaireh, the club leader, was extremely
proud, “We have a great reputation for
developing youngsters, and they have done the
community proud”.

The next competition will start in January 2023
and we look forward to have great results!
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BGC WALES SPORTS
RUGBY SQUADS 2022/23
The Rugby panel have been delighted with the turnout at their Talent Identification Days
in September 2022. A massive thanks to our volunteer coaches and selectors for the
countless hours that they have worked in those weeks. The selected players are below:

Under 16s 2022/23 Under 18s 2022/23

Many Congratulations to our Boys’ U16s!
The first game of the season was at home
against Bristol Bears U16s with a great win
36-0. Taine Roberts from Cambrian RFC
was picked by The Bears for Man of the
Match. Well Done Taine!

The U18s played their first game at home 
 against Coventry on 20 November 2022 and
the final score was 29-14. We also had a
Sponsors Day for this game, which the
committee and medics all enjoyed. The
game was live streamed on YouTube.
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NABGC Boxing Championships 2022

Cameron Ashmole - Cwmgors ABC
Tia Lynch - Porthcawl & Pyle ABC
Carmen Lynch - Porthcawl & Pyle ABC
Connor Williams - Premier ABC

After the Welsh Finals, 37 young boxers from our member
clubs entered the NABGC British championships. The
quarter finals and 2-part semi finals were boxed in Bristol.
4 BGC Wales representatives boxed in the the finals that
took place in Yorkshire on the 10th and 11th December
2022. They were:

Congratulations to the two NABGC British Champions
Tia Lynch Class C 50-52kg

Connor Williams Class D 92+kg
We admire all young people's hard work throughout the tournament - we are so proud of
all of you! We thank all the dedicated coaches for travelling up and down the UK with the
young people and parents, friends and family for their fantastic support.



BGC WALES SPORTS
WOMEN'S RUGBY U16S
Did you know, we have never had a women's rugby side? 
This is going to change after a meeting in December 2022
between the Rugby Panel (Andrew Morgan - Chairman
and John Brewer - Secretary) and Rachael Thomas and
Kirsty Openshaw-Rowe.
Rachael has put together a plan for setting up an U16s
women's team this season as a pilot. We had a very
positive and productive meeting. More information will be
published soon - watch this space!

organising for the U16s and U18s boys teams to travel to the
Netherlands in 2023. The teams will visit the Anne Frank
House and explore Dutch culture  when they are there, in
addition to meeting up with the national teams for a game!

Boxing Panel
Ron, the Chairman of our Boxing Panel, has indicated that he would like to take a step
back next year after 20+ years of running the show at BGC Wales' Boxing Panel. A
meeting will be held by the Panel in the new year to make plans about how to move
forward. It will be a massive loss and we hope that we can persuade Ron to stay as an
adviser. We are also looking into potentially hosting a semi-final of the NABGC (National
Association of Boys and Girls Clubs) Championships in Wales next year.

We have to say a MASSIVE THANK YOU to everyone involved in our sport sections. It has
been a difficult time during the pandemic but they have never given up on their
mission. The sport sections have continued motivating their young people and
managing their teams with 100% passion. These 4 pages are insufficient to fully cover
their hard work and dedication through the last few years. We are lucky to have such 
 supportive clubs across Wales and parents behind the scenes. DIOLCH PAWB!

MASSIVE THANK YOU

AFFILIATION
All our representatives must be a member of a BGC Wales Affiliated Club. It is also
beneficial to all young people at your sports club to be able join our other projects and
programmes that BGC Wales offers. Member clubs can take advantage of our services
e.g. DBS checks, advice and support when applying  for funding, etc.
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MORE PLANS

Table Tennis
As mentioned in our December 2022 newsletter, through discussions with Table Tennis
Wales, we are able to offer our member clubs "Table Tennis Teaching Bags" which include
bats, balls, roll net, activity cards, bag and other teaching materials. Thank you  to those
who have responded and hopefully we will be organising a table tennis tournament soon.

Football Panel
The Boys' Football Trials for 2022-23 have been postponed due to the USA matches.
Entry ended on 8th January 2023. The Panel is now preparing for the trials. Good luck
and we look forward to welcoming new players for this season.

Rugby Panel
Thanks  to  Taith Funding from  Welsh  Government,  the Rugby Panel  is currently busy 

A Canadian trip in 2024 is also on the table!



International Volunteers Employment Training Residential
Sports Workshop Youth Club

Financial Key Figures 2021/2022

From April 2021-March 2022, we worked with 1671
young people aged between 11 and 25. The total
number of engagements is approximately 13,338
young people. 76% of these engagements were
through restricted funded projects, including funds
from the Welsh Government, Erasmus+, Kickstart,
Active Inclusion, Volunteering Wales, Summer of Fun,
Lottery Community Fund,  Wellbeing Funds from
Local Authorities, etc.

£35

In December 2021 the organisation took over The Lodge Residential
Centre at Bettws, which is valued at £250k. This was a protracted process
and it was great to finalise this asset transfer.
As of 31st March 2022, £369k had been spent on the cost of projects
including salaries of Active Inclusion and Kickstart employment
programmes, Raise Your Voice, Volunteering Wales, Climate Action
Boosts, Wellbeing support and some organisational support costs. Most
restricted funded projects were completed and the funding spent
including those listed on the right. 
We are pleased that the unspent restricted funds were allowed to be
carried forward to the financial year of 2022/23 for delivering the projects
that were not able to carry out during the year of 2021/22.

Impact Report (2021/2022)

Value for Money
Total Expenditure / Total Engagement

 

£461,612 / 13,338 = £35
(to the nearest pound)

 

It cost £35 to engage one young person
in the year from April 2021 to March 2022

BGC WALES REPORTS
Finance Report for the Period April 2021 - March 2022
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During the financial year of 2021/22, we have been able to support clubs and young people who have
been adversely affected by the pandemic. As an organisation, we were supported 12 young people
through offering a Kickstart placement and 21 young people on an Active Inclusion supported
employment project. Both projects supported young people aged 16-24 undertake their first
employment experience. Also, three Erasmus+ projects were delayed due to spikes in the COVID-19
infections in different areas of Europe. However, we were pleased that they recommenced later
during the year.

It has been a very difficult few years for the organisation and young people, though 2021/22 has seen
some normality returning with the re-opening of Boys & Girls Clubs, Youth Clubs and Sports Clubs
across Wales. As the organisation has returned to normal this year, we have been able to undertake
many projects that were delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Total Donations & Legacies

£252,19899.3% 0.7%

Total Charitable Activities Funds

£700,474

81.3%

18.7%

Total Charitable Activities Expenditure

£461,612

80%

20%

Restricted

Restricted
Restricted

Restricted Funded
10,245 engagements

Unrestricted Funded
3,093 engagements

518 young people

 1153 young people

£146k  
£113k     
£100k  
£75k     
£53k     
£52k      
£10k      
£10k     

Employment Projects
Wellbeing Projects
NVYO Support
Targeted Projects 
National Projects
International Projects 
North Wales Projects
Politics Projects
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Affiliation means that you are closely associated with us so that we can work together
for the needs of young people in your community. Our fee is £30 for a 12-month period.
Within the affiliation period, we would be able to provide quality assured youth work
and fantastic opportunities for the young people at your club and in your community.
Please contact the office on 02920 575705 or at office@bgc.wales to enquire about
affiliating.

Affiliated Clubs for period from January 2022-December 2022 

Funders and Partners

Over the last 12 months, we have received 128
affiliations across 22 counties in Wales. Among
these 128 clubs/ organisations, there are 26
boxing clubs, 36 football clubs, 32 youth &
community clubs and 34 rugby clubs. 
We are extremely proud with these figures
although they have dropped compared to
those from before the pandemic. However, we
are not going to stop! As a national youth
organisation, we are working on developing on
operations in  North and West Wales. Please
do spread the word.
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www.bgc.wales/the-lodgeHeol Dewi Saint, Bettws, Bridgend, CF32 8TA 029 2057 5705

The Lodge

Boys' and Girls' Clubs of Wales is proud to present our residential centre, The Lodge. We offer
exciting, tailored residential visits to suit the needs of the young people attending. A range of
adventure activities, wellbeing workshops, outdoor team building sessions and bushcraft
activities etc are available. Outdoor activities we have offered include BMX riding, GoApe,
surfing, mountain biking, mountain walks, coastal walks, quad biking, star gazing,
geocaching sessions and many more. All these activities can help young people with their
wellbeing.

KPC Youth had an awesome time staying at The Lodge and loved their stay. They said:
“Amazing classic weekend, definitely will come again”. The building was a great space
for them to set up a DJ set so that their young people could have fun listening and
dancing to different music.
Another great group of young people from Cardiff
Care Leavers stayed with us for 2 nights. They had a
great experience and loved their stay at the Lodge. 

The Lodge is a delightful, relaxed 28 bed group bunkhouse-style-venue and facility with a
self-catering kitchen and communal areas. The venue offers a gateway to the stunning Garw
Valley and the neighbouring Llynfi and Ogmore Valleys. 

Our member clubs from across Wales are very welcome to use our
facilities at the Lodge for a small charge rather than booking a hotel if
they are travelling for youth events. All proceeds go towards running
the centre. Thanks! Please see our website for more information.

“Had a great time and enjoyed everything we did here. I got to experience some
amazing stuff. I got to make amazing memories. Hopefully we will see you again. I
would love to come back”.
“Had an amazing time. Thank you so much for the experience. Hopefully
see you again soon”. 

The young people left this this amazing feedback in
our guestbook:
“Had the most amazing time here. Lovely, sweet staff
and beautiful area. I've already been here twice and I
can’t wait to come again”.


